Summary -The objective of the paper is to discuss some of the aspects related to adoption rates of fibrous feed improvement methods in Asian feeding systems, principally those influenced by socio-economic factors. Following a description of the circumstances in which uptake have taken place, the paper identifies strong institutional support in the form of well functioning extension, marketing and credit services as pre-conditions for uptake. Lack of research with a farmer (problem-led research) perspective is another constraint.
Introduction
Kossila (1984) estimated that in 1981 there were 2 070 kg DM/livestock unit of all fibrous crop residues in Africa and 2950 kg in Asia. Earlier, Jackson (1978) in his report to FAO had stressed that alkali treated fibrous crop residues can replace hay or silage provided they are adequately supplemented with oil meals. Jackson also recommended village trials were undertaken in order to determine the benefits of alkali treatment of straw in physical and economic terms. Subsequently, a considerable effort has been put into crop residue research. Thus, Devendra (1991) estimated 28 meetings had been conducted in Asia in 17 years and yet farmer uptake was limited. The objective of the paper is to discuss some of the reasons for this situation.
Characteristics of crop residues
Preston and Leng (1987) Leng, 1987) , a urea-molasses block (Leng, 1983; Sansoucy, 1986) , and surplus feeding, allowing the animals to select and reject feed (Owen, 1994 (Silva and Orskov, 1985; Preston and Leng, 1987) . Luxury or surplus feeding allows the animal to select the most nutritious parts of the plant (Owen, 1994) (Singh and Schiere, 1993 , 1994 and 1995 (Table II) .
The same work (Muylwijk, 1994) 
